National Reptile Breeder’s Expo raises $27,000 for endangered crocodile

Each year the Expo in Daytona, Florida raises money for private sector reptile and amphibian conservation through a benefit auction. This year, despite a tropical storm hanging over Daytona, the auction was not only a success, but we had our largest audience to date. The auction room was packed.  

Funds raised through this year’s EXPO Auction will benefit the Indian gharial, one of the most critically endangered crocodilians in the world. This unique crocodilian, considered safe after a massive captive breeding and release campaign in the late 70s and 80s, has been found to have lost tremendous ground over the last 8 years.  Today there are less than 200 breeding adults in the wild, scattered over 7 sanctuaries; and this last winter one of the largest sanctuaries, the National Chambal River Sanctuary, suffered a mysterious and devastating die-off of over 117 gharial.  Almost 30% of that sanctuary’s next breeding generation (adult females and sub-adult males) are now gone.  The Expo funds are headed directly to gharial conservation programs in India, including head start programs, habitat protection and continued investigations into the die off at the National Chambal River Sanctuary.

The world-renowned Director of the Gharial Conservation Alliance (GCA), Rom Whitaker, was in attendance throughout the EXPO and presented a talk on the plight of the gharial just prior to the auction. While he was extremely excited to see the crowds of fellow reptile enthusiasts that were in attendance at the auction, he was ecstatic over the evening’s fundraising success. “Words cannot describe the gratitude I feel towards all who helped make this weekend such a promising one for gharial conservation,” said Rom.  “Many thanks to everyone who donated their precious time and resources in order to help us preserve and protect the dwindling number of them that remain. You can do a great deal with very little money in India; fortunately, now we can do a great deal many times over with the money raised here.”

The total for the seven years we have been holding the benefit auctions now exceeds $121, 000. It’s not just about how much money we raise, but how well it’s spent. Private sector conservation efforts are much more careful with their spending than are government agencies, institutions, and large international organizations. Funds are not to be used for travel, overhead and other expenses that do not directly benefit the species. In four of the years auction money has gone directly to important conservation projects in developing nations where US dollars go much further than they do in this country. 

We hope to be able to have the 2009 auction benefit some species of amphibian since the previous seven auctions have all been for reptiles. 

We thank Wayne Hill for sponsoring the auction and Reptiles Magazine and Herpster.com for sponsoring our pre-auction social. 
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